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tries the weak and Injured are without any refuge
whatever; and the only law that decides all
controversies. Is the cane and the caprice of a
governor.55* Roe had said in Jahangir's time:
" Lawes they have none written. The Kings
judgment byndes;"t and the condition of
affairs had not greatly changed fifty years later;
yet Bernier alleges that " they are not alto-
gether destitute of good laws/' though the
governors disregarded them If it suited their
purpose. Bernier admits that despotic govern-
ment has some advantages peculiar to itself, such
as the scarcity of lawyers and of lawsuits, and
thoroughly agrees with the Persian proverb
which says that " Speedy injustice is preferable
to tardy justice; " but his ultimate verdict is
that this remedy for lawsuits is worse than the
disease it rectifies. He comes to the conclusion
that In Asia, if justice is ever administered. It Is
only among the very poorest, who have no
means of bribing the judges and of buying false
witnesses.!

A very fine passage In Bemier's narrative
exhibits yet another source of weakness in the
Mogul kingdom, namely? the vice and Incapa-
city of Its kings. This he puts down, in the main*

* Bemier, voi i, p. 268.

f Roe's Jmrnd (Hak. Soc), n, 215.

I Bender, i, 270. For an interesting and Informing treatment of ibe
whole subject, see Meredith Townsend's Asia and Europe^ p. 235 (third cdL)
His conclusion is practically identical with Bemier's. ** If a country," he

'*ays, " wants craEsatiorL, or prosperity, or unbroken order, it must put up
-with Courts." (" The Asiatic Notion of Justice," ad fin.).
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